
Expanding on NeXT Computer’s innovations
Longtime of users NeXT computers know that the original
NeXT laser printer was fast and worked flawlessly with all their
applications. The StepWriter-BX combines the software that
made the original NeXT printer so great with the latest in laser
print engine technology.

A package of software enhancements called eXTRAPPRINT
Laser developed by GS Corporation comes bundled with all
StepWriter models.  eXTRAPRINT Laser gives each user
complete printer control from their workstation. The
StepWriter-BX is the premier tabloid-sized laser printer for
NEXTSTEP users.

Costs less, works better!
Like the original NeXT laser printer, all page rasterization is
performed by the Adobe PostScript language interpreter built
into NEXTSTEP. Any PostScript font or graphic generated on
any user’s system will print perfectly on the StepWriter. The
faster the host workstation, the faster pages will print. Jobs that
output slowly on other printers employing their own processors
and memory can print in just seconds on the StepWriter-BX.

With Adobe Level 2 PostScript built right into NEXTSTEP,
there is no need to duplicate the power of a costly computer
inside the printer. Level 2 provides the two-byte character
support necessary for foreign language fonts with thousands of
characters.  There are no interminable delays to download fonts.
All fonts placed in a single folder on the network file server are
automatically available to every client for viewing on screen and
printing on the StepWriter-BX.

A powerful new resource on the LAN
Just like the original NeXT laser printer, all users on the network
have access to the StepWriter. Improved software control panels
allow each user to individually select these printing options:
Print resolution 600x600, or 1200x600 dots per inch
Half-tone screening algorithm PostScript or high-quality Floyd Steinberg
Screen Image Resolution 45 to 200 line per inch
Paper Input Sources Multi-purpose tray, paper cassette,

optional high-capacity cassette
Paper Output Method Face-down output
Collation Forward, reverse or multiple copies

Floyd Steinberg screening
Floyd Steinberg screening produces superior half-tones. This
algorithm increases formatting time, but the resulting quality is
immediately noticeable. The StepWriter-BX is ideal for many
“plain-paper typesetter” applications such as the creation of
master pages for newspapers.

High-speed caching SCSI-2 controller
The StepWriter-BX receives images via the SCSI bus, which
provides the highest available data transfer rate between the host
computer and the print mechanism. The printer's SCSI interface
accommodates up to 16Mb of RAM for raster image buffering.
The large memory buffer frees up the hosting workstation's
memory for processing successive pages, or for other applications
and system needs while printing. It also enables the printer to
recover from paper jams and other error conditions without
requiring the user to repeat the print job.

StepWriter-BX
Black and white hardware compatible
The StepWriter-BX can be host-connected to either original black
NeXT computers or any color Intel-based systems that have a
SCSI port. New releases of the StepWriter driver software are
planned for all new implementations of NEXTSTEP. The only
system requirements are a SCSI port and NEXTSTEP.

Large printable area
Graphic designers, desktop publishers, engineers and architects
will appreciate the edge-to-edge print area of the StepWriter-BX.
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Specifications
Print Engine Canon P-380 (BX-II)
Print Method Semiconductor laser & electron photography process
Developing method 2-component magnetic brush inversion development
Fusing method Thermal roller fixing
Toner All in one EP-B cartridge (6000 prints @ 4% letter size)
Paper delivery Face down tray (100 sheet capacity)
Resolution 600 x 600 & 1200 x 600 dpi, software selectable
Engine speed 16 ppm (letter); 9 ppm (ledger)
Recommended duty cycle 5000 sheets
Rated engine life 450, 000 prints or 5 years
Warm-up time 90 seconds or less from cold start at 68 °F
First Print 15 seconds or less

Physical Characteristics
Dimensions 17.9"w (459mm) x 20.3"d (522mm) x 11.7"h (300mm)
Weight 41.8 lb (19 kg)

Electrical
Power Requirements US: 100-120V, 50/60 Hz, International: 220-240V 50 Hz
Power Consumption 1 KVA or less

Environment
Resting: Operating:
Temperature 32° to 95°F (10° - 35°C) 50° to 90.5°F (10°-32.5°C)
Humidity 10%-80% relative humidity 20%-80% relative humidity
Noise 37 dBA or less 49 dBA or less

Miscellaneous
Warranty 1 year limited parts and labor
Regulatory FCC Class “A”; UL, CSA approved

Standard feeding:
100-sheet multipurpose feed tray
for A-4, A-3, letter, legal, ledger,
envelopes, executive, transparencies;
16-34 lb.
Two 250-sheet cassette trays included
letter & ledger, or A-4 & A-3

Paper handling

Optional Feeding:
250-sheet second cassette feeder
provides 600 sheet total capacity;
letter or A-4
500-sheet second cassette supporter
(requires 2nd cassette feeder)
provides 850 sheet total capacity
Additional cassettes
B-5, B-4, legal or executive
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PostScript® is a registered trademark of Adobe Systems, NEXTSTEP® is a registered trademark of NeXT Computer Inc., and BX is a trademark of Canon Inc., eXTRAPRINT is a trademark of GS Corp.


